ST EDMUND's COLLEGE
& PREP ScHoOL

MOBILE PHONE POLICY (with effect from September 2026)

To realise — in mind, body and spirit — the full potential of every member of the St Edmund'’s
Family, through Catholic values, learning, service and leadership.

Avita Pro Fide

St Edmund’s is committed to ensuring the welfare and protection of children in their care and this
commitment is a fundamental part of the role of every employee.

Policy context

Modern technology is such that there will be frequently new smart products with internet
capability on the market, such as watches and glasses. Where this policy makes reference to
mobile phones, the same applies to any device with similar capability.

St Edmund’s understands the prevalence of mobile communication in modern life and in the
professional workplace and that students should be educated and supported in their use of
mobile devices to prepare as them accordingly. St Edmund’s also recognises that many of its
pupils travel long distances to the College and the ability to use a mobile phone to stay in touch
with relatives and to help with unforeseen transport issues is important.

However, phones can prove a distraction to learning throughout the day and increases the risks
of incidents such as bullying. A growing body of research and government guidance is clear that
access to mobile phones should be restricted;

“Schools should develop a mobile phone policy that prohibits the use of mobile phones and other
smart technology with similar functionality to mobile phones (for example the ability to send
and/or receive notifications or messages via mobile phone networks or the ability to record audio
and/or video) throughout the school day, including during lessons, the time between lessons,
breaktimes and lunchtime.” DfE, Feb 2026

Further information on government guidance can be found at the following link;
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mobile-phones-in-schools/mobile-phones-in-
schools#about-this-guidance

Our approach to mobile phones will differ slightly depending on age and context.

Use of mobile phones by St Edmund’s Prep pupils

St Edmund’s Prep pupils are not permitted to have mobile devices at school unless they use the
bus service. In this case, the mobile phone must be handed in to the class teacher during
morning registration and collected after school before departure.

Use of mobile phones by St Edmund’s College pupils (Bounds & Divisions)

In Elements to Poetry, pupils are permitted to bring mobile phones to school but they are required
to use a phone pouch which prevents access to the phone during the school day.

On arrival at school, they will be required to place their phone into their phone pouch and lock
the pouch. The phone pouch can then be unlocked after school and as the student leaves from
one of the unlocking stations.

If a student is being picked up early, they can use the unlocking station at reception when they
sign out.


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mobile-phones-in-schools/mobile-phones-in-schools#about-this-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mobile-phones-in-schools/mobile-phones-in-schools#about-this-guidance

The phone pouches may be checked by tutors and members of staff to ensure compliance with
this process.

If a student loses their phone pouch or forgets to bring it to school, they will either be given a
temporary replacement pouch or their phone will need to be handed in and can be collected at
the end of the school day from reception. If they are unable to find their pouch, they will be
required to purchase a replacement.

If a student does not possess a phone, their parent will be required to provide written confirmation
to their Housemaster, Housemistress or Head of Year and to keep them informed if there is any
change to this situation.

Use of mobile phones by St Edmund’s College pupils (Rhetoric)

“Schools should consider whether students in the sixth form should be permitted access to their
mobile phone at certain and limited times and locations, reflecting this period of education as one
of increased independence and responsibility, without compromising the school’s policy on the
use of mobile phones for other pupils.” DfE, Feb 2026

In Rhetoric, pupils may keep their mobile phones in their possession but may only be accessed
and used in the Sixth form Centre.

Trips

There may be occasions, for example on trips and at specific social events when devices may
be used. This is at the discretion of the staff leading the trip or event and will be specified in
advance.

Boarding

In Boarding, pupils will have access to their phones outside of the school day (08:30am —4:30pm)
school hours. However, access will be restricted at specific times, for instance during study times
in the evening and overnight.

Arrangements will always be made for them to contact their parents and families in private, at a
time that is suitable for both parties, considering relevant time zones.

Acceptable use

It is the responsibility of the user to ensure that they use their phone appropriately. Use of mobile
phones on the school bus service and at home should be in line with our policies (including IT,
internet and e-safety and Prevention of cyber-bullying policies).

In particular, mobile phones should never be used:-

o to capture any media, including, but not exclusive to photographs, video, music, without
permission;

to send inappropriate words, pictures or other media to others;

to create content for instance using Al that is inappropriate or likely to cause offense;

to hurt or bully others by the sending of messages, pictures or other media;

interfere with College property.



Unauthorised use

If a mobile phone is used by a pupil during the school day — or by a Rhetorician in an unauthorised
location — in the first instance it will be confiscated and can be collected from Reception at
4.30pm.

Repeated unauthorised use or attempts to circumvent the processes outlined in this policy will
result in increasing lengths of confiscation and sanctions.

Bullying through the use of a mobile phone is the same as bullying in any other way and will
attract the sanctions as laid down in the school policy on bullying.

“Headteachers can and should identify mobile phones and similar devices as something that may
be searched for in their school behaviour policy” DfE, Feb 2026

Mobile phones will be considered as a prohibited item and authorised staff may carry out a search
of this item where they have reasonable grounds to suspect a pupil is in possession and not
complying with our policies and procedures. Any search must be carried out in line with the
process detailed within our Behaviour policy.

Technology confiscation protocol

When confiscating any technology, where there is a concern regarding content on the mobile
phone, it is important to recognise the ease with which they can be remotely accessed or
wiped.

Upon confiscation, the member of staff must instruct the student to log into the mobile phone
and place the device onto “airplane mode”, or the equivalent, to block data transmission to or
from the device. The mobile phone can then be powered down and, where possible, the battery
should be removed pending any future searches or submission to authorities as required.
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